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Art Unit: 2857 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in- 

(1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application 
as the application being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 
2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this 
application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the 
AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



1 . Claims 1 -8 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
unpatentable over Allen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,532,558). 



With respect to claim 1, Allen et al. (hereafter Allen) teaches a method for 
testing a computer system board, comprising: 

loading the computer system board into a test apparatus (see col. 5, lines 

6-28); 

automatically coupling a power input to the circuit board via the test 
apparatus (see col. 3, lines 36-42 and col. 4, lines 7-42); 
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automatically performing a plurality of computer system board tests (see 
col. 4 line 59 to col. 5 line 5 and col. 6, lines 42-52); and 

storing results of the automatic testing (see col. 1, lines 12-20). 

With respect to claims 2 and 1 1 , Allen further teaches comprising: 
determining a type of the computer system board (see col. 4 line 59 to col. 
5 line 5) ; and 

automatically supplying the computer system board with a corresponding 
set of power inputs during the automatic testing operations (see col. 6, lines 42- 
52). 

With respect to claim 3, Allen further teaches comprising sequencing a 
plurality of power input signals in response to corresponding power command 
signals provided by the computer system board (see col. 6, lines 43-67). 

With respect to claim 4, Allen further teaches that the plurality of system 
board tests include testing the computer system board for short circuits (see col. 
1, lines 46-60). 

With respect to claim 5, Allen further teaches that the plurality of system 
board tests include testing a video subsystem of the computer system board (see 
col. Page 1, lines 22-27 and col. 3, lines 6-16), 
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With respect to claim 6, Allen further comprising automatically inserting 
one or more memory devices into corresponding connectors on the computer 
system board (see col. 1, lines 12-20). 

With respect to claim 7, Allen further comprising automatically inserting a 
microprocessor into a corresponding connector on the computer system board 
(see col. 8, lines 33-56). 

With respect to claim 8, Allen further teaches comprising automatically 
operatively coupling a peripheral card to an expansion slot on the computer 
system board (see col. 4 line 64 to col. 5 line 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Allen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,532,558) in view of Philyaw 
(U.S. Patent No 6,757,715). 
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With respect to claims 9 and 10, Allen teaches all the features of the 
claimed invention, except that Allen does not teach comprising 

automatically connecting test electronics to at least input/output (I/O) port 
connector; nor 

wherein said at least one I/O port connector comprises at least two I/O 
port connectors, each having a different connection axis. 

But Philyaw teaches in a bar code scanner that a computer comprises 
standard devices such as a processor having an associated memory, a mass 
storage unit, a computer keyboard interface circuit having the keyboard port, and 
a serial input/output I/O interface circuit having the serial I/O port for serial 
devices, e.g., USB (universal serial bus) devices (see; Philyaw; col. 24, lines 21- 
44). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Allen to include the bar code scanner as 
taught by Philyaw, because the bar code scanner of Philyaw includes a serial 
input/output I/O interface circuit having the serial I/O port for serial devices, as 
desired. 

With respect to claim 12, Allen teaches all the features of the claimed 
invention, except that Allen does not teach that the type of computer system 
board is determined by performing the operations of: 
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storing data in a database relating respective serial numbers of a plurality 
of computer system boards with corresponding computer system board types; 

scanning a serial number bar code on a given computer system board that 
is to be tested; nor 

determining the system board type of that computer system board via a 
lookup of the database using the serial number that was scanned. 

But Philyaw teaches in a bar code scanner that 

The user obtains the scanner and software interface, and upon 
installation, registers the software and scanner by submitting unique numbers 
associated with each of the scanner and the software interface to a central 
registration server (CRS) having an associated CRS database storage unit (see 
Philyaw; col. 25, lines 4-14). 

Philyaw also teaches, there is illustrated a sample message packet 
transmitted from the user's PC to the ARS (Advertiser Reference Server). The 
message packet comprises a number of bits of information including the bar code 
information obtained from the user scanning the bar code with the input device; 
the input device ID which is embedded in a memory in the input device and 
identifies it with a particular input device distributor; and a user ID which is 
derived from the software running on the PC and which identifies uniquely with 
the user location (see Philyaw; col. 19, lines 14-25). 

Philyaw further teaches that the ARS 308 interrogates the message 
packet and performs a lookup function using the ARS database. If a match is 
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found between particular parameters of the message packet, a return message 
packet is sent back to the PC for processing (see Philyaw; col. 16 line 63 to col. 
17 line 14). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Allen to include the bar code scanner as 
taught by Philyaw, because the bar code scanner of Philyaw allows to storing 
data in a database, scanning a serial number bar code and performing a lookup 
function using a database. 

Conclusion 
Prior Art 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Lin [U.S. Patent No. 6,754,763] describes an input/output I/O, or 
read/write registers. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Felix Suarez, whose 
telephone number is (571 ) 272-2223. The examiner can normally be reached on 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on (571) 272-2216. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306 for regular communications and for After Final communications. 
August 30, 2004 
F.S. 
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